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 Concerns Regarding Privacy of Personal 

Information

 Functions, Duties & Powers of the FIU

 Overriding of Secrecy 

 Access and Use of Information by the FIU

 Protection & Security of Information

 Why is FIU Concerned



Is my Personal Information Protected?
Some Concerns of a Citizen

 “When I am born in this world till the time I enroll into the 
schooling system, till I get married and even till I die, at 
some point in life, my personal details are captured by the 
Government, the Private Sector including my bank 
account details”. 

 How do I  ensure that the information I provide is used by 
the agency only whom I provide the information to?

 Who gives them the right to share the information with 
another agency?

 I don’t remember signing any agreements for my 
information to be shared to another agency….?



No More Privacy for Individuals!
A Concerned Citizen

Fiji Sun:

15 January 2008

“ I began to get a little worried –

not that I’m involved in dodgy 

deals, but I’m interested to 

know how and who gave such 

an institution a powerful 

mandate to be able to delve into 

the private lives of people”.

By Rizwan Ud Dean



No More Privacy for Individuals!
A Spy Agency!



Invasion of Privacy?

Fiji Islands Business Magazine: 
January 2009

“ Such wide powers to 
information access by one 
organisation can easily be 
construed as an invasion of 
privacy”. 

• Is there a line between one’s 
personal information and 
what could be used by the 
FIU in an investigation?

• Or is there even any such 
thing as privacy in a set up 
such as this?



FIU: Duties & Powers

Established under Part 4 of the FTR Act

Provides mandate and powers of FIU

Executive Authority of the FIU vested to the Director FIU

Custodian of reportable suspicious, financial and border currency 
transaction reports

Power to demand information from financial institutions

AML Regulator and Supervisor (power to issue guidelines, directives, 
conduct examinations)

Powers to enforce compliance

Powers to enter into information exchange MOU’s with domestic and 
foreign agencies



FTR Act & You

FTR Act: Part 4 - Section 25 (Access of Information)

The FIU may:

 COLLECT information, whether or not publicly available, 

 including commercially available databases;

 including information that is stored in databases maintained by 

government;

 OBTAIN information on parties or transactions reported 

to the FIU;

 REQUEST information from any government agency, 

LEA, and supervisory agency without charge for the 

purpose of FTR Act;

 INSTRUCT/request financial                                        

institutions to give any further                                    

information.



FTR Act & You

FTR Act: Section 37.

Overriding of Secrecy

A financial institution (including Lawyers &

Accountants) must comply with the

requirements of the FTR Act

notwithstanding any obligation as to secrecy

or other restriction on the disclosure of

information by any written law or otherwise.



 To confirm who you really are;

 To establish ownership of property;

 To prove your citizenship;

 To indicate relationships (parent, spouse, 
children, sibling, etc.);

 To gain access to premises;

 To cross borders;

 To open bank accounts;

 To conduct financial transactions and trade;

Why is anyone interested in your 

personal information!



It may be a statutory 

requirement

Why is anyone interested in your 

personal information!



Access to Your Personal Information

 Bank Account 
Details

 BDM Records

 Passport Records

 Travel History 
Records

 FNPF Details

 Investment Details

 Tax Records

 Company Records

 Criminal Records

 Property 
Ownership Records

FNPF Membership

Identification 

Document

Date of Birth

Residential/Business 

Address

Business/Company 

Records

Bank Account 

Details

Other FI Details



Access to Your Personal Information

 Over 400,000 bank account records

 Millions of annual financial transactions

 Over 1 billion historical financial transaction data

 Over ½ million passport records

 Over 50,000 visa records

 Over 150,000 motor vehicle registration records

 Personal records (BDM) of 837,271 people

 FNPF member records of almost half the 
population

 Over ½ million annual visitor arrival information

 Investments, Tax, Company records & other 
records



Permissibility to Disseminate Information

Collection/Receipt 
of  Information

Collection 
of 

Information

Collection 
of 

Information

Collection 
of 

Information

Analysis

Analysis

Analysis

Develop Intelligence



“The FIU may:  refer any matter or any 

information derived from any report or 

any other information it receives to the 

appropriate law enforcement or 

supervisory authorities, both domestic 

and foreign, if having considered the 

report or information, the Unit has 

reasonable grounds to suspect that the 

transaction or information is relevant 

to the investigation or prosecution of a 

money laundering offence, terrorist 

financing or a serious offence.”

Permissibility to Disseminate Information

 

F  T  I  B

Transnational 
Crime Unit 

(TCU)

Other LEAs

FICAC



 Subject to Strict Confidentiality & Caveat;

 Subject to Strict Restriction of the use of information;

 In the administration or discharge of powers, duties or 

functions of the FTR Act;

 Done in Good Faith

 Intelligence only, NOT Evidence!

 Information not disclosed in original form;

 “Information not be disclosed without the express consent 

of the FIU”;

 “Disclosure of Information is necessary in the interest of 

justice”;

Permissibility to Disseminate Information



30.-(1) This Section applies to a person while the person is or after 
the person ceases to be Director, Officer, Employee or Agent of 
the Unit

(2) Except for the purpose of the performance of his or her duties 
or the exercise of his or her functions under this Act or when 
lawfully required to do so by any court, the person referred to 
in subsection (1) must not disclose any information or matter 
which has been obtained by him or her in the performance of 
his or her duties or the exercise of his or her functions under 
this Act or which he or she has knowledge except for one or 
more of the following purposes:-

a) The detection, investigating or prosecution of a serious offence, 
a money laundering offence or an offence of the financing of 
terrorism;

b) The enforcing of the Proceeds of Crime Act 1997 and legislation 
relating to money laundering and financing of terrorism

Permissibility to Disseminate Information



 Investigations these 

days are driven by 

intelligence

 Quality intelligence is 

subject to access to 

information

 Information is 

protected by law



Vinaka Vakalevu


